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WE FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES

INFECTION CONTROL
OF RENTAL EQUIPMENT
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Rental equipment should be disinfected as indicated, after each use,
paying particular attention to regulators, BCDs, snorkels and masks.
Rental masks need to be fit-tested by each diver before use, which implies
disinfection after each test. Customers may be encouraged to bring at least
their own mask.

Keep areas for retumed rental equipment separate from areas where
disinfected equipment is stored.

Customers should be prevented from entering the area where disinfecte
equipment is stored. Bring the gear out to customers.

Transport rental equipment in individual containers, marked with customer’s
name, and remember to disinfect these after use.

Once disinfected, handle the equipment safely, e.g. by storing masks,
regulators and snorkels in closed bags, to be removed before use.
Instruct customers not to touch the cylinder valve outlet or regulator inlet
when assembling and disassembling their scuba unit
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SODIUM HYPOCHLORITE

Common bleach, marketed under different brands and with variable percentages
(5-10%) of its active ingredient, sodium hypochlorite, is among the products
able to neutralise the virus. It isimportant to read the product label carefully, check
the percentage of active ingredient, and dilute it in water in the right measure.
Recent scientific studies (1) suggest a 1:50 dilution of bleach containing 5% of
sodium hypochlerite (concentration of 0.1% or 1,000 ppm of active ingredient),
with complete immersion of the objects for at least 5 minutes.

Here's a practical example of how to dilute the product in water, to obtain 5 litres
of solution containing 0.1% of active ingredient:

Vv 5% sodium hypochlorite bleach // 100 ml of product in 4900 mi of water, or
¥ 10% sodium hypochionte bleach // 50 mi of product in 4950 ml of water

OPERATIONS

DISINFECTION

Studies of other coronaviruses have shown their infectivity can be reduced by
heat, UV light and alkaline or acidic conditions. Because of this, surfaces can be
disinfected using household cleaning products.

INTRODUCTION

There are still no specific tests camed out regarding the sunvival of SARS-CoV-2 virus
on dving equipment especially where it has penetration cavities or threaded sections.
It is therefore mperative that diving equipment is disinfected after use in order to
neutralise the virus. Some products, such as quatemary ammonium compounds,
are effective and highly compatible with typical dving equipment materials (rubber,
neoprene, plastics, metal, etc.), however difficult to source or hamiul for the marnine
environment. Other products, such as bleach (sodium hypochlorite), are easier to
find and cheaper, but must be used in accordance with the guidelines for COVID-18.
There are also other products (EWE80, Virkon S etc.), commonly used by divers, that
have been proven to be effective against the virus.

In the United States, the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) provides a list of
disinfectants effective against the SARS-CoV-2 virus. In Europe, the ECOC (European
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control) has published some guideines.

Regardiess of the active ingredients chosen or the method of disinfection, it is of
the utmost importance that its effectiveness against the new coronavirus is proven.
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